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THIRTIETH CONGRESS-FI RST SESSION.

Report No. 517.
[To accompany bill H. R. No. 445.]

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
ELIZABETH WILLIAMSON.
APRIL

Mr.

SrnNEY

26, 1848.

from the Committee on Revolutionary
Pensions, made the following

LAWRENCE,

REPORT:
Tlie Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, to wlwm was referred
the memorial of Elizabetli Wiliamson, praying for a pension,
7eport:
That the petitioner stales that she is the widow of Nathan Williamson, who died some years since; that, at the time of her marriage to said Williamson, she was the widow of Joseph Johnson,
w ho was a soldier of the revolution ; that she was married to said
Johnson in M:ay, 1786. Johnson died in 1802.
I t appears from the records in the auditor's office of the State
of Virginia, that Johnson served in the Virginia continental line,
as a soldier in Colonel White's regiment of cavalry a few days
short of 12 months.
There is no record evidence of marriage as the petitioner swears.
I t appears from the affi<la,it of the Rev. Mr. Shadowin, who says
he is 90 years of age, that he knew J ohnson and his wife as early
as 1786; that they were married either in 1786 or 1787. Witness
is confident he cannot be mistaken, on referring to the date of bis
own marriage, which ,vas in 1784. This witness. says J ohnson
moved to Lynchburg soon after his marriage. Several oth er witnesses swear that Johnson and his wife came to L ynchburg in the
year 1788, where they lived u1,til the death of Johnson.
T he proof is abundant and conclusive that they li,·ecl anil cohabited together as man and ,vife, from the year 1787 to the decease of Johnson, in 1802. They had several children, and are
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proved to have maintained a respectable stan ding in that community.
This the committee regard as sufficient proof of marriage, and
the more especially as the marriage contract is generally regarded
in this country as a ci ,·il contract between the partie!:. In most
of the States no particular form or ceremony is required. A written or verbal contract, with or without witnesses, consummated and
carried into effect by cohabitation, is and ought to be regarded as
l egal.
When it is out of the power ·of the parties to produce record
evidence of marriage, and whcri eye witnesses cannot be found ,
evidence of this character is the best that many of these revolutionary widows can procure .
.
The committee believe this to be a meritorious case, an<l report a
bill, granting her a pension at the rate of $40 per annum.
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